
Court of Appeals Affirms Judgment Against Disbarred Newport Beach Attorney 
 

A disbarred Newport Beach attorney sued our client, a bank, claiming the bank 
wrongfully foreclosed on his million dollar home.  The disbarred attorney alleged that he 
walked into one of the bank’s branches and tried to tender a cashier’s check for 
$9,619.29.  The bank supposedly refused to accept the cashier’s check and then 
foreclosed on his million dollar home.  When Houser & Allison obtained a copy of the 
cashier’s check during discovery, it immediately noticed there were problems with the 
check.  The check appeared to be bogus.  Houser & Allison’s suspicions were confirmed 
when the actual cashier’s check was obtained.  The actual check was not the $9,619.29 
check to the bank, but rather a $119.34 check made payable to a phone company. 

 
Even though Houser & Allison uncovered the fake check, the disbarred attorney 

and his wife continued with the lawsuit claiming the bank wrongfully foreclosed on their 
home.  The disbarred attorney and his wife came up with additional arguments relating to 
whether or not the bank complied with the statutory requirements of issuing, recording, 
and mailing the Notice of Default and Notice of Sale.  However, the Court of Appeals 
affirmed the judgment against the disbarred attorney and his wife stating, “Although 
strict compliance with statutory requirements is often stated as the general rule, it is more 
correct to state that the requirements must be carefully satisfied, but if they are 
substantially complied with, minor technical digressions will not invalidate the sale.” 

 
All other claims brought by the disbarred attorney and his wife were also rejected 

by the Court of Appeals.  See below for the complete opinion by the Appellate Court. 




















